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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/611,846 



Examiner 

Thoi V Duong 



Applicant(s) 

INOUE ET AL. 



Art Unit 

2871 



The MAILING DATE of this com munication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address » 

Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 03 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

E^ensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a) In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

FaiiurP to reolv within the set or extended period tor reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 u^b.o, ^ i jj). 
: In^reply reSveS by the Office?ater than three months atter the mailing date of this communication, even if timely fled, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07 July 2000 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayfe, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-9 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 2^9 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) K Claim(s) 1 is/are rejected. 

Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required In reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) |E1 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)KlAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attach ment(s) 

Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s) 



1) 12<J Notice ot Kererences uiiea ^riu-oy^; j_. ^ ^ 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 
3} M Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 4. 6) □ Other; 



u s Patent and Trademark Office Artir^n q.immarv Part Of Paper No. 8 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) O^'c© Action Summary 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 



1 . Applicant's election with traverse of Group I (claims 1-6, 8, and 9) and Species lA 
(claim 1) in Paper No. 7 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that both 
independent claim 1 of Group I and claim 7 of Group II include similar features. This is 
not found persuasive because both claims are related as process of making and 
product made. Since the device of claim 1 can be formed without the step of forming a 
pillar-shaped spacer, these inventions are distinct. Therefore, the additional search and 
examination of method of claim 7 would impose a serious burden upon the Examiner. 
Similarily, since Group I contains claims 1-6, 8, and 9 which are directed to six 
patentably distinct species as indicated in the previous office action, a serious burden 
would be imposed upon the Examiner for searching and examining six species. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

2. Claims 2-9 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b), as being drawn to a nonelected invention or species, there being no allowable 
generic or linking claim. Applicant timely traversed the restriction (election) requirement 
in Paper No. 7. 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was deschbed in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national application 
published under section 122(b) only if the international application designating the United States was 
published under Article 21 (2)(a) of such treaty in the English language; or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United 
States for the purposes of this subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a). 

4. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kuo (USPN 
6,424,397 B1). 

As shown in Figs. 4E and 5D, Kuo discloses a liquid crystal display comprising: a 
first substrate 402 having a first electrode 416b; a second substrate 400 having a 
second electrode 412 corresponding to a pixel; liquid crystal having negative dielectric 
anisotropy sealed between the first and second substrates (col. 8, lines 22-26); and a 
structure which is provided on at least the first substrate to control an alignment of the 
liquid crystal, wherein the structure on the first substrate has a linear protrusion 
structure 418, an auxiliary protrusion structure 418a extending from the protrusion 
structure and opposing to each effacing end portions of the second electrode 412, and 
a width of the auxiliary protrusion structure wider than a width of the protrusion 
structure. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thoi V. Duong whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
3171 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 am to 4:30 
pm. 
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